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WARMINSTER URDAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


S. E, CUPPLES. 


Medical Officer of Uealth 
of the Warminster Urban 
District Council. 
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HNealth Department, 
Portway louse, 
WARMINSTER, 


Wiltshire. 


Chairman and Members of Warminster Urban District Council. 


Pat, 


I have the honour to present the Annual Report relating 
to the state of public health and sanitary conditions in the 
Urban District of Warminster curing the year 1972. Included is 
the report of your Chief Public Health Inspector. 


I expect this will be the last report you will receive 
from your Medical Officer of Ilealth, the post of which was first 
created in iingland over one hundred years ago and has continued 
as a part of the Local Government Service ever since. The medical 
officers at present in Local Government will in future be part of 
the National llealth Service, but there will be medical officers 
in that service who may be responsible for acting as medical ad- 
visors to the future Local Government Authorities. 


In conclusion I would like to thank you and your 
Councillors for their support during my period of service and 
my colleagues for their help and co-operation. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Your obedient Servant, 


S,. i. Cupples. 


+) 4 


ei ARR 


I 2 XT 


From May 1972 


 D. Bishop Ani E, R. Middleton ~ 


‘E, R. Middleton A. Beaven 


A. C. Curtis A, C. Curtis 


i. R. Middleton 
Miss LE, G. Butterworth 
' Mrs Mrs. K, M. Self 
ao R Micadiatan D. Bishop 
G. Il. Nicholls G. ll. Nicholls 
J. L. Wall J. Mitchell 


Portway Ilouse, 
Warminster. 
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3. Deaths 
Male Female Total 
76 89 165 (139) 
Rate per 1,000 population 
Local Tae Gee) 
conparability factor is 0.93 

Local Adjusted Atee (8.8) 
England and Wales Aa i Te) 


Male Female Total 


Deeths under 1 year of Age 4 L, 8 (6) 
Rate per 1,000 live births 
(Infant Mortality Rate) ake pee ge 
Rate for Enrland and Wales 47 li NAS) 
Deaths under 4 weeks of Age 3 1 k (2) 
Rate per 1,000 live births 
(Neonatal Mortality Rate) 16 (7) 
Rate for England and Wales ee AR 
Deaths under 1 week of Age 5) 1 4 (0) 
Rate per 1,000 live births 16 (0) 
Rate for England and Wales ihe ON tem) 


Although local rates have been calculated for infant and 
neonatal mortality rates they come from figures which are too small 
to make valid comparisions. Later figures will show that 3 of the 
4 deaths under 4 weeks of age were due to complications of childbirth, 
the other being a congenital abnormality; of the figures between 4 weeks 
ana 1 year 2 were due to congenital abnormalities and 2 were due to 
accidents. 


4, Causes of Death 


The following table gives the numbers and causes of death in 
age and sex age groups. It will be seen that diseases of the vascular 
system were responsible for almost 100 of the 165 deaths, Ischaemic 
Ieart Disease (Coronary Thrombosis) accounted for 50 of these, 25 of 
each sex, though this occured in females at a later age. 


Some indication of the age to which pcople are living can 
be taken from the fact that 119 of the deaths occured over the age of 
65 and 75 were over 75. 
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Cause of Death 15-24 25-34 55 —44 45—_54 


Infective and Parasitic 


Malignant Neoplasm Stomach - - = - 
Malignent Neoplasm Intestine ont ie set = 
Malignant Neoplasm Lung, - ~ “ os 
Bronchus : “< “ a = 
Malignant Neoplasm Breast - os bes = 
- - ~ 2 
Malignant Neoplasm Uterus BF % - - - - 
falignant Neoplasm Prostate M 1 - ~ - - 
Other Malignant Neoplams M 2 ~ - - - 
. EF 8 - - 1 3 
Benign and unspecified M - oe a Ms oe 
. Neoplasms FE 4 = = ~ 4 
Diseases of Nervous System Ml 1 ~ - — < 
P = = = = e 
Chronic Rheumatic Heart Mh 1 = = pe se 
Disease F 1 - - - - 
Hypertensive Disease M 1 oe ns < | ms 
F 2 - = ea < 
Ischaemic Heart Disease M 715 el S = rik e 
PF 25 2h - mn Ss = 
Other Heart Diseases M 3 - - - - 
F 4 - - - 1 
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Cerebrovascular Disease 


Cause of Death 


Other Circulatory Diseases 
Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchits and Enphysenma 
Other Respiratory Diseases 
Digestive System Diseases 


fal 


Diseases of Skin, etc. 


Congenital Anomalies 


Birth Injury, Difficult 
Labour, etc. 


Symptoms and I11 defined 
conditions 


Motor Vehicle Accidents 


All other Accidents 
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Infectious and Notifiable Disease 


During the year the only notification received was one case of 
bacillary dysentry. This has been contracted overseas, 


immunisation 
ae Ol 


The following Immunisation Statistics have been Supplied by 
Dr. C. D. L. Lycett, Medical Cfficer of ilealth, Wiltshire County Council. 


ee 
Children Born in Years 


| 
1971 lero | 


——— + 
Primary | Diph. 


Immunisations betas | ~ 
completed Pee 
during 1972 Tetanus | = 
Measles | | - 
! 
Polio | 1 
ow Sil hala Geile a Maa 4 ESO RS ala ae la ese mae 
Reinfercing Diph. | - = 
ee | Wn Cough | | 5 - 
Given in | 
1972 Tetanus - | 25 62 | 8 38 79 2 
Polio - | 26 | 59 | 4 39 | 77 


Figures also supplied by Dr. Lycett show that of the children 
born in 1971 the diphtheria primary immunisation state as at 
31st December, 1972, was 73.5%. It can be assumed that the rate for 
tetanus and poliomyelitis is in the same proportion. 


Liousing 


The problem of housing continues. There were about 244 on the 
waiting list at 3ist March, 1972, and this number has increased by 
quite a large number since, it should however be Stated that not all 
the people on the waiting list want a house immediately, also that some 
may be on other waiting lists or may even be housed or left the district. 


illied in some respects are the problems of the elderly and I have 
previously mentioned the age to which people are living. The death rates 
for 1969-71 in liingland and Wales Give an expectation of life at birth 
of about 69 for males and 7> for females, put another way 700 of every 
1,000 males born live to age 65 and 235 to the age of 80, the corres- 
ponding figure for females is 822 and 454. As the expectation of life 
increases so will the number of elderly in the community. 


There is a waiting list for Group Dwellings and the present planned 
and under construction addition, though welcome, will not take care of 
all the list. Group Dwellings in themselves are not the complete answer, 
ancillary services require to be increased also, indeed certain problems 
have already arisen where residents of group dwellings require medical 
attention and are temperasily unable to look after themselves, The 
Welfare Tome for the Elderly and the Geriatric ospital both have waiting 
lists and if the ancillary Social and lealth Services are unable to 
look after those temporarily sick it will not be long before the local 
Community Ilospital becomes a Geriatric ilospital also to the detriment 
of its primary task. 
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It is appreciated the elderly are reluctant to move from the area 
where they have lived all or most of their lives and where they have 
friends, but there is a case for large Group Dwellings where it would 
be economical to have a small staffed Medical Centre to take care of 
those sick and not requiring hospital admission. 


National Assistance 


The National Assistance Act 1945 as amended gives the power to 
have persons in need of care and attention admitted to hospital ona 
Magistrates authority. No such action was required during the course 
of the year, though one person had to have the provisions of the Act 
pointed out before agreeing to go into hospital. 


Water supplies 


Water is supplied by the West Wilts Water loard and copies of 
all samples of water taken by them for bacteriological analysis are 
received by your Medical Officer of Ilealth. Over the year the samples 
were satisfactory. 


The Annual Report of the West Wilts Water Loard for the year 
ending 31st March, 1972, shows that of 3794 dwelling houses only two 
were not receiving a supply from the Loard. The average daily con- 
sumption of metered water increased from 78,000 in 1961 to 101,000 
for the year of the report. 


Fluoride is not added to the water. 


Recreation 


Work proceeded during the year on a Sports Complex which is 
scheduled for completion in 1973. The Complex will have facilities 
for swimming with an indoor heated 25 metre swimming pool and a large 
hall where games such as tennis, badminton, netball, cricket, indoor 
football, etc., are vossible. 


The existing open air swimming pocl at the Pleasure Gardens has 
been in use for some 50 years on a fill and empty principle with 
Marginal Chlorination. The staff looking after it have been very 
conscientious in their efforts to provide as good a pool as possible 
in the circumstances, but this is getting more difficult. With the 
completion of the pool in the new Complex it is the time to decide 
the future of the present pool which does not meet the usually accepted 
stardard of the moment, it would require considerable cost to bring it 
that standard. 


Refuse Collection 


Like many other Districts it is getting more and more difficult to 
find somewhere to deposit refuse, existing sites in the District may 
become exhausted soon when it will be necessary to find sites in other 
Districts. 
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The Chief Public Iealth Inspector has provided the following report: 


FOOD PREMISES 

There are within the Urban District 65 various types of food premises as listed, 
including those registered by the Council for the sale of ice cream and processing of 
food under Section 16 of the Good and Drugs Act 1955. In total 300 visits were made 
to these premises during the year, arising out of which it was necessary in only two 
cases to take informal action for contravention of the Food Ilygiene (General) 


Regulations 1970. 


Butchers 9 


Grocery and General 37 


Fishmongers 1 
Bakeshouses 1 
Fish Fryers 3 
Cafes 14 
65 


MILK SAMPLES 
All milk sold in the Urban District is heat treated, 
There are 26 licences distributors of milk and visits were made to their 


premises for the purpose of inspection and routine sampling. 


Samples totalling 156 were submitted to the Public Iealth Laboratory 
Bath, for examination end statutory tests. Of these samples ten failed the 
Methylene Llue Test (for pasteurised milk) Signifying a weakness either in the 
method of storage or in the sterilising of equipment. Follow up samples in all -:: 


cases proved satisfactory. 
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IMOUSING 


During the year eighteen houses were inspected for unfitness under the provisions 
of the llousing Act 1957, The owner of one property, on being served with a time and 
place notice, has given an undertaking to bring the premises up to standard, and this 


has been accepted. 


A high percentage of the premises inspected were thought to be substandard and 
lacking in modern amenities, but sould,at reasonable expense, be brought up to an 
acceptable standard, particularly in view of financial assistance now available to 


cwners in the way of grants from the Council. 


Thirty-five applications for improvement grants were received and with the 
exception of one, all approved by the Council. Twenty-six of these were Improvement 


Grants (Discretionary Grants), the other nine being for the standard amenities only. 


REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAT, 

Refuse is collected weekly from all dwellings in the district and twice weekly 
from shop premises, 

The "kerb side" method of collection is still operated although this method is 
frowned upon in most districts, 

The bonus scheme introduced by the work study team is still in operation and 


has been found Satisfactory to date, 


yan otbed go eptzegené eae a. san ot 
ot ju sankitote ot gait oF sate ae 


“tl of ,#entaygxa oltegonset $8, hives oad eb}o ds me 


‘ ha 7 

» én idee 

+ opaatetana Latugankt Yo weky cf viata tags 
‘ a 


: Ks - Ay J V7 

a) J ae 7 

of F:tyuoid anew botoaqaat suatnonty ong lo ¢ oe 
2 


‘| 


& 


sLionved edt mex} 


sat obrw elaiete Seomevotymi tol epessaaee 
Yo xiu-ytcowl _fbomyoo ot qe Deyouee 


oo “tol guted whe xeddo: git , Catania 


Dieyieid uy 


to od at evakifewh fin mort YGleew Be 


- ra 


+e % eS 
tis beinsoygo at aol? oefios to bodsom - — D8. 


sejotatalli 


a , 


FACTORIES ACT 1961 


1. INSPECTIONS: for the purpose of provisions as to health (including 
inspections made by Public Ilealth Inspectors, ) 
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| Number of 
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| 


ea Sean 
1 
i 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


i) Factories in which Sections se 
2, 3, 4 and 6 are to be enforced 
| by Local Authorities 


ii) Factories not included in i) in 
which Section 7 is enforced by 
the Local Authority 

iii) Other premises in which Section 
7 is enforced by the Local 


ey (excluding out-workers 
_ premises), 


Sa eee 
TOTAL K Lo | 58 


$ 
| 


LO 58 


| 
| 


IP 


2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found 
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Number of cases in which defects 
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were found a cases in whic 
» CEERI ee ‘ 
Particulars | Referred | Prosecutions 
© ' Found | Remedied | | were instit- 
| | To UM. | By eM. 
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Want of cleanliness (5.1) 


Other offences against the 
Act (not including offences 
relating to outwork) 


Overcrowding (S,.2) hres a : ra | a 
Unreasonable temperature (5.5) - - | - - ~ 
Inadequate ventilation (S.4) Pe - | = = = 
Ineffective drainage of | 
floors (5,6) th dit - = es | “ 
Sanitary Conveniences (8.7) | | | 
(a) Insufficient “= co : e a 0 
(b) Unsuitable or defective ) | 3 | - = - 
(c) Not separate for sexes ney - - - ~ 
i | 
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BPACTORIES ACT 396} 


PART V111 of the ACT 


OUTYWORK 


Section 133 and 134 


Seer) a Nic Se RCT ae 
SECTION 133 SECTION 134 
j 
| 
ae + ~~ — a gee rae eencans MONO aa AE) Ae > —on 
Nature Noe of out- | No. of cases | No. of 'No. of Notices | Prosecutions 
of workers in of default | prosecut— | instances Served 
Work August list | in sending ions for of work in 
required by | lists to failure to | unwholesome 
Section 133 the Council supply °: °:premises 
(1) (co) | Lists 
| 
(1) (2) (3) (6) oe 
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